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The Dead Arm.
"Do you that arm?"
The convict, watttd by a fiercdiaie,

T" East Saginaw Courier.

I

jsjuvutfatlon of the Irliaalaalpi.
As Louisiana will hold tho mouths of

tho Mississippi, it will bo her interest to
make tho river a free river, to all practi-
cal intents and purposes. Tho West can
require no bettor security than this. JV.

O. Crescent.
Yes, wo can require a great deal better

security than this. It may bo for the in-

terest of Louisiana, if she secedes, to
make the Mississippi a free river to all
practical intents and purposes, but Statos

no' lw7 ct according to weir ow

lnwr o rtin.j Br.7for the interests of Louisiana not to se
cede at all. It is for tho interests of all
tho cotton States to behave themselves.

If Louisiana wero to secede and feel
herself the owner of tho mouths of tho
Mississippi, she would undoubtedly threat-
en to close them at once against tho com-

merce of any State that might be so un-

fortunate as to offend her.
She would use the threat of exclusion

to compel all States to bend in every-
thing to her will. Whenever one would

get angry enough, unquestionably she
would undertake to execute her threat.
And, even if she shouldn't get angry, wo
have no doubt, that, upon the bretext of
paying herseif for the expense of keep-
ing tho mouths of the Mississippi free
from obstruction, sho would assumo and
endeavor to exert authority to levy what-

ever tax ahe pleated upon the wholo com-

merce of the river. And probably Mits-issip-

would plant batteries at Natchez
and Vicksburg, and Arkansas at Na-

poleon and Helena, to tax or cut off the
commerce of offending aud perhaps un-

offending States.
In tho event of the dissolution of the

Union, question growing out of tho nav-

igation of tho Mississippi would be as
certain to produce war as tho contact of
fire and gunpowder is to creato explosion.

LouUtille Journal.

JST At the criminal term of tho Su-

perior Court now being hold in Lawrence,
Mass., a little boy, six years old, was
called on as a witness ia an assault case.
The District Attorney, having somo
doubts whether a boy of so tender ait
ago knew tho nature of an oath, proceed-
ed to ask him a few questions, as follows:

Distiiot Attorney. Little boy, do you
know what it is to testify?

Little Boy. I suppose it is to tell tho
trnth

District Attorney. Yes but what
would be tho consequences if you did not
tell tho truth ?

Little Boy. I suppose I should be sent
to jail.

District Attorney. But would not
God punish you?

Little Boy. No, I guess not; dad's a
UnitertaliiL

Kind Words Use them. Because
they fall pleasantly on the cars of all to
whom they aro addressed, and it it,
therefore, one of the ways of promoting
human happiness.

Because they leave an impression in
your favor, and thus prepared the way
for your greater influence over others for
good.

Because kind words powerfully con
tribute to soothe and quiet your own
spirit when rufiled by tho unkinduess of
others. .

Because they show the difference be
tween you and the rude, malicious, or re
vengeful, and are suited to snow tuem
their wrong.

Because they aro suited to stir up the .

kind affections of your own heart

We learn that a company of en
terprising men in Flushing aro about
forming a company lor the purpose oi
boring for salt. The experiment would
no doubt prove a success, aud wo aro iu
hopes the company will comraenco opera-
tions this spring. Flint Dent.

Sectarian Journals not Newspaper!.
Judge Low, of the Land Court, St.

(

Louis, has decided that a paper, published
in the interest of a religious sect, " not
a newipaptr, and that legal notices pub-

lished

t

in such journals are null and void.

K3T The population of the Town of '
Goderich is shown by the census just
taken by the Government enumerator
to bo 3210. .The census of January,
1852 gives the number at that time ao

'1329. Showing an increase of 18S1 or
141T per cent, in nine years. Not so
bad for a frontier town with its western ;

trade only just looming up in tho future! '

'But if I place ray money in the Sar-ing- s

Bank,' inquired one of the newly
arrived, When can I draw it out agaia.
Oh," responded his Hibernian friend,
sure, an' if you put it ia to-da- y, you can

got it out again by giving a
fortnight's notice. '

JfC" Women love to find in men a
difficult combination a gentleness which
will invariably, yield, with a force which'
will invariably protect.

Good Time. An ice boat on Cayuga
Lake, N. Y., it is claimed recently ran
across the ice at the rate ef a mile in half
a minute.

An Irish sailor once visited a city
whore, he said, Mthey copper-bottome- d

the tops of their houses with sheet-lead.- "

C3E" Many beautiful women, when
walking in the street seem very angry
if they are gazed at and sadly ditappoiut-e- d

if they are not.

Punch says, "The greatest organ in
the world is the organ of speech in wo-

man; an organ, too, without a stop,'

mnrrrrmtmA ita aiihatantiabilitv but I hai.f
tated to make the first movemet, hostile
or otherwise. There was a half formed
supposition in my mind, that if I stirred
there would come upon me an onset, by
the incubus that I could not withould,
this hesitancy to action I partly over-

come by the circumspect rising of my
left arm it was free. I moved my
right instatly, and contemporaneously
with that movement the weight upon
my face was removed to my neck. A
little more stealty investigation, still
fearful of an attack by an insiduous ene-

my, and found that ray right hand and
arm as far as the elbow was temporarily
paraylzed, or in that condition called
sleep; that the hand was cold and with-

out sensibility, and it was with that ob
ject I had retted upon my face.

Of course I was much elated at the
discovery, and ashamed that I had been
so easily alarmed at an accident that was
susceptible of so easy an explanation.
In order to give my wife an account of
the absurd occurrence. I turned over,
my present position being a reclination
upon my back. In my relief, consequent
upon what I considereo a correct explan-
ation of my fright, the weight upon my
chest had been torgotten; now the change

f mv noaition recalled it vcrv linDleasailt- -

Iy and inopportunely, even beloie 1 had
touched my wife.

Imagine, if you can, the result of this
sudden knowledge that my oppressor
had not been explained away. Then how
quickly all the reason) which had been
carefully revolved from the mental per-

plexities in which I had been entangled,
were elfoctually controverted, and how
absolutely mysterious and fanatic horror
agaiu swayed the sceptre.

There was, then, a being or thing in
the room that did not belong there, nev-

er had been there previous to that uight,
and my deductions were faulty. The
result was that I lost all control over my
passions that I was lashed into a fury
of despair, by the fear of the presence of
a Hiiperiiatuaul being.

Clasping the object upon my breast
with my left hand, with my right nerved
with terror, knowing no restraint, and
numb to all sensation of pain by reason
of paralysis I struck heavy, treacherous
blows. It had soft hair, and at this 1

pulled and tugged, iu this paroxysis of
horror, in my great agony of mind 1

riekeJ for aid notwithstading my ef

forts encountered no resistance and call
ed Jesse to awaken. There was no re- -

ponse. The passive submission to blows
of tho object grasped in my left hand,
was extraordinary tho sileuco of my

ife unaccountable.
Thcu for the first time during the

struggle did I think of Jessie's remarka
ble sound slumber, and connected with
the burden. I could not separate the
identity of my wife from that of the ob
ject of my vengeance.

Pushing the weight aside, 1 leaped
from the bed and lighted the gas.

My wife was dead.
It was her head that I had so often

fondled, playing with its silken tresses
using those dear litis looking into

those lustrous eyes that had so confi
dently reposed upon my breast. Yet not
more than hve minutes had elapsed since
my awakening.

I can not believe that I am her mur
derer, even, though the law so seals me
with the crime.

But tho arm, now so shrivelled and
withered into its present form, came not
so bv a punishment from heaven. After
my condemnation, doubting as I did my
agency in tier ueain; yet eating me in
triuuent that had known no pity or

gentleness in its blows. I held it. tho
arm. as a sacrifice to my dead wife, iu
the fire, until the ilamcs snapped its life,
blackened itsbeautv. and burned out ol
it the semblance of human form.

These are tho reasons why I hate it,
and have hated it since that night. I
am thankful that my stay upon earth is
so diminished. hen you have lived a
life of solitude such as mine, with a doubt
such as mine for an invisible companion,
you too would gladly seek its conclusion

V

Tho convict died that night. The prison
warden confirming tho truth of tho con
vict,s narrative, adding that tho marks of
blows upon tho body of his wife the ab
senco of all causo to creato sudden death

and tho unfavorable testimony of many
witno&ses who had interrupted their
amusement tho evening previous to
wife's decease, were formidable argu
nieuts against tho innocence of tho con
vict

If tho convict's story was true, and J

had no reason to believe it was false, i

was certainly an instance of remarkable
complicity of circumstances sufficient to
embarrass both indgo and jury. It was
doubtless a case of unintentional murder,
comitted by tho convict in a state of
frenzy originated and finished nnder the
intluenco of a superstitious mind, too
easily excited by such a situation as that
in which ho bad been placed.

BagAKiJta the leu. Wo cony this
pretty littla rhyme from tho N. Y. Sun
day Times, thiuking that it may, perhaps,
suggest something to bashful young gents
who skate:

Tom ourU In rain, anhappjr .park,
To rain a fiutlnff with her.

Until at lento., M Central Park
II. drove nnd took her thither.

To verUant he too kMhful .ki
Till fortune .ltd entire:

8he lippedhe caught her oa hit tnee,
Aud that, elr, erei. Me ictl

fTST A house painter in London
grained a door so exactly in imitation of
oak, that last year it put forth a quantity
of leaves, and grew an excellent crop of
acorns.

from the New.rk Hntliilf Krtwdom.

iruuus riNu auout hats.
In tho indulgence of their predic

tion for eggs, rats display great judg- -

tnent. It wonld appear almost impossi-
ble for them to carry off such fragile
spoil without breakage,

. .
but they do con- -

t m i l If 1

trivo to do so. ii in men is acnieveu
without a confederate, tho rat stretches
out its fore leg underneath tho egg,
steadies it above with its cheek, and hops
cautiously upon three legs. To convey
an egg from tho bottom to tho top of a
house is a still more difficult affair, and
probably an impossibility for a single rat
to perform. With the aid of a partner,
tho operation is thus managed: the
male rat stands upon his head, and lifts
up tho egg with his hind legs; the fe
male taking it thence in her fore-paw-

secures it until her lord ascends a step
higher, and so they proceed from stair to
stair, till their booty is deposited safely
n their hole. A pastry cook had some

fine eggs which sho prized highly, but
tho number of which wao mysteriously
diminished night after night. Suspicion,
of course, fell upon tho domestics. Une
of them, a maid-servan- t, hearing one
night a noise on the stairs, stole out on
the landinp. fancying sho might be
fortunate enough to detect the egg pil
ferer. She was not mistaken, although
sho was considerably astonished at dis-

covering who tho real offenders were.
bho saw two rats, one larger than the
other, busily engaged in carrying the
cherished eggs down stairs, and felt too
interested in watching their proceedings
to think of disturbing them. 1 he big
rat stood on his hind legs, with his fore-paw- s

and head resting on the step above;
the lady rat rolled the egg gently towards
ler spouse ; clasping it gently but firmly,
10 lifted it carefully on tho step upon

which he stood, holding it there until she
came and took charge of it, when he de
scended a step lower, till the clever pair
reached tho lowermost floor with the
prizo uninjured.

Should two rats agree to settle their
lifferences by a mortal combat, their
friends aud acquaintances look on as com
placently as distinguished amateurs con- -

templato a hght for the championsh'p.
But immeJiately the affair is concluded
by the death of one of the combatants,
the spectators break up the ring, and in-

continently set upon the victor and van
quished, and eAt them up then and there.
Woe, too, to any meeting with an acci- -

lent or becoming lulu in, or he is gobbled
up without remorse. When a rats leg
is found iu a trap, instead of its being a
proof of his resolution in preferring to
eave a limb behind rather than remain

iu captivity, the chances are that some
of his kith and kin have eaten him alive.
In consequence of this propensity for

when Mrs. list becomes a moth-

er, she is obliged to hide her offsprings,
lest papa, or some old gentleman of his
acquaintance, should make his dinner of
them, which he would certainly do if he
found them unprotected. For the same
reason, wise old rats retire into solitude,
disgusted with their kind; and if attacked
in their retreat, prove desperate foes, beat
off any rats, without regard to sex, that
venture to intrude on their privacy.

Iho females breed at three months old,
live in a state of polygamy, add to the
vermia population five or six times a
year, and produce eight, twelve, fourteen,
sixteen, and sometimes as many as eight- -

teen young in a litter. It has been cal
culated that in three years there will
pring no less than G51.000 rats from a

single pair. Although tun seems too
enormous a uumber to be correct, it would
perhaps be difficult to over-estima- the
numbers of these animals. 000,000 rats
were killed in Paris in the short space of
a fortnight, merely to obtain their skins
for a couple of manufacturers at Grenoble;
6,000 have met their deaths from the
dogs and men at the slaughter house of
Montfaucon in a month. At tho present
time, Marseilles is overrun with them;
traps and poison proving futile against
tho army of destroyers who range even
the streets with impunity; the cats have
fled in affright; and the only reliance of
tho inhabitants lies in the arrival of
cargo of Knglish terriers, those little
champions of tho pit alone being of any
avail against tho invading host.

JCy Somo years ago, in Newcastle
county. Delaware, an Irishman eyas

knocked down and robbed. lie accused
a man of having committed tho robbery,
and in due time tho case camo to trial.
The Irishman being upon the stand, was

after having sworn posi-

tively as to tho guilt of tho prisoner, by
ono of tho keenest lawyers, and lomo
thing like tho following was tho result :

You say the prisoner at the bar is tho
man who assaulted and robbed you r

Yis."
'Was it moonlight when tho occur

rence took place ?"
Divil a bit."

"Was it starlight?"
'Not a whit: it was so dark you could

not seo your hand beforo you.
'Was there any light shining from any

house near by 7 .

"Divil a bit of a housa wao anywhere
about."

Well, then if there was no moon, no
tars, nor light from any house, and so

dark that you could not seo your hand
beforo you, how are you able to swear
that the prisoner was tho man? How
eould you seo him ?"

Why, yer honor, when tho spalpeen
struck mo tho fire flow out uv my eyes so
bright that you might have seen to pick
up a pin, you might.

Tho court, jury, counsel and spectators
exploded with shouts at this quaint idea
and tho prisoner was directly after de

dared not guilty.

Mr. fitwABD has rrobablv done mora
than any other man to produce tho pres-

ent disasters; and it is bard to forgive
this. But ho will bo entitled to a good
measure of forgiveuess if ho shall now
oxert all his powers and influence to re-

move theso disasters. This, wo aro satis
fied, he will do. Such, certainly, is tho
promise of his remarks in the Senate on
Thursday, extended corameut on which,
however, we defer until wo shall have a
full and accurate report of them. Tho
grand point in these remarks is thatl
SLAVERY HAS CEASED TO BE A PRACTICAL

question that there aro no Territories
into which it is possible to introduce
slavery. How often have wo ourselves
asserted this, liut listen to Mr. seward-Kansas,- "

ho says, "is in tho Union; Cali- -

iornia ana urvgou ar iu m umou, mu
now tho same contest aisiracts mis
Union as beforo. Tho extent of the
Territories, after tho admission of Kansas
is 1,003,500 square miles an area
twenty-fou- r times that of tho State of
Now York. Twenty-fou- r States such
States as New York are yet to bo or-

ganized. Now, under what is accepted
by the administration as judicial decree,
every inch of that territory is slave terri
tory. Ho spoke of the decree not as ho

accepted it, but as enforced by the ex-

isting administration. Over a consider
able portion the slave code made by the
government created by Congress is en
forced. How many slaves are mere in
it? Twenty-fou- r African slaves. He
had followed this thing in good faith,
with zeal and energy, but confessed he
had not fears of slavery where, in tho
peculiar condition of things which has
erikf l aUverv has succeeded in planting

only ono slave upon every 44,000 square
miles of territory. 1 his, then, ceased to
be tho practical question." Under this

true view of the slavery qnestion by Mr.
Seward, and with him in a portion of
great power and influence, our hope is re
vived that all is not lost." Jfreorre$t.

The death among tho Royal familes
of Europo in 1860 were as follows: Je
rome Bonapart, formaly rung of West-
phalia; who was assassinated; Prince
Milosch, of Servia; George William,
Prince of Schaumburg-Lippe- ; raul NVil- -

tarn, Duke of Wirteraberg; tho count ol
Syracuse, uncle of Ferdinand II, of Na-ile- s:

the grand Duke of Mecklenburg- -

Strelitz; tho King of Trussia; tho Dowa
ger Queen of Sweden, widow of Berna-dott-c;

Fred erica Louisa, Empress Dowa
ger of Russia: Anna raulowna, urand
Duchess of Russia, sister of tho King of
tho Belgians; Princess Caroline, widow of
llohonzollcm-IIechingen- ; tho Gr. Duch-
ess Stephanio of Baden, adopted daugh-
ter of the first Nopoleon; the Duchess
d'Albe, sister of tho Empress Eugenic;
and the Princess Maslo tlenem, sister of
Said Pacha and eldest daughter of Mo- -

he met Ali.

EST Old Deacon Sharp never told a
lie. But ho used to relate this: Ho was
standing ono day betide a frog-pon- d wo

have his word for it and saw a largo
garter snake make an attempt upon an
enormous bull-fro- Tho snako seized
ono of tho frog's hind logs and tho frog
to bo on a par with his snakoship, caught
him by the . tail, and both commenced
swallowing each other, and continued
this carnivorous operation until nothing
was loft of either of them.

JCTln Denmark, though tho Danes
aro well informed in general, a foolish
notion prevails that epilepsy is curable by
drinking the blood of an executed male- -

. . .i i i r. i.lactor. uapiiai punisnment in uenmara,
is by decapitation by sword and block,
and when an execution takes place,
crowds of epileptics stand cup in hand
around tho scoffold, ready to quaff tho
red blood as it Hows from tho still quiv-
ering body of the malefactor.

Dxacy or Idolatry ia India. A trav
eller in Madras to Jaffna, states that bot
few of the heathen Temples ho passed
were in good order those, regularly re
paired and used, are comparatively few.
Many of the lemples are gradually go
ing to ruin towers wans ana rooms,
where the idols sit, are broken; many
great parade, are now resting in their
places, with no ono to whipo or clean
them. Many idol cars, once drawn with
pomp and parade, are so neglected that
they only be used for fuel. Tho impres
sion is steadily gaining ground among
the people that eithier idol system has had
its day, and that tho religion of the Gos
pel will eventually fill tho wholo land.

Hydrophobia. Hydrophobia has made

its appearance among the dogs here
abouts, and somo excitement has been
thus created. o hear that two boys,
sons of Mr. French, living near the Hardy
neighborhood, wero bitten aome week

t?o bv a door of their own. which bad
. o . .... .
been placed in confinement until its in
fection could be ascertained. A colt was
bitten in this city one day last week, and
there can be no doubt but that rabies is
prevalent among tho canines where it is
not. perhaps, suspected. The "laughter
of dogs has commenced, and the Marshal
has wagged ceverai sieigo loaus oi game

YptUantic Sentinel. Jan. 30.

U. S. Steamer MicniOAN. The Buffa
lo Commercial learns that orders have
boon rooeivod directing that the U. S.
steamer Micigan be put in commission on
the 1st of March, under command of
Capt. Carter, assisted by first Lie uton
ant Thomas II. Stephens and others.
William Ilcnton will be coutiucd as Pi
lot. .

Just at tho moment when meri$ luarlt
art failing thorn for f$art some of our read-

ers who know J. Adams Allen person-
ally, or have been thrilled by hit elo-

quence and kindled by his patrotism, will
bo glad to know that the Dr. is for tho
Union and the Constitution still and that
ho has still tho tongno of fire. .Wo copy
a paragraph from the Athlar, of which
Dr. AUeu is Editor:

"The great nations of tho Old World
seem on tho brink of what must prove
tho most sanguinary struggle tho race
have ever known. In our own land, the
morning papers, tho telegraph and tho
hearts of men ate heavily sombre with
apprehensions of internecine strife, whilst
treason stalks triumphant in the high
places and low places of the nation. Wo
have, until this day, not allowed ourselves
to dream even of appeal to tho 'ultimate
reason" brute force, in the adjustment
of the petty abstractions about which
tho politicians have been contending.
We have so long been accustomed to the
peaceful sway of law and order, that not
even yet can we bring our mind fully to
comprehend tho awful plungo which wo
are about to take from a prosperity and
power unparalleled in history, to the low-e- st

depths of anarchy, rapine, bloodshed
and fratricidal strife. It is vain any
longer to shnt our eyes against the fear-

ful truth. The civilization of tho ago is
about to be rolled backward toward me-

diaeval barbarism. Unmitigated mad-

ness, unexampled treachery and perfidy
of the darkest hue rule tho hour. The
placemen, tho politicians and the dema-

gogues are conducting the hip of State,
fast and faster still; upon the breakers of
disunion and national death. The grand-
est experiment of all times, even as it be-

gan to touch the meridian of its highest
Kuccess, hastes to its setting in darkness
and blood. Tho eagle in its pride and
strength is being hawked at and struck
down by mousing owls. Crawling rep-
tiles, with venomous fangs, coil in a new
and strange growth of Upas trees, whilst
the Tree of Liberty withers in the foul

nd unwonted atmosphere, rroin being
figure of speech, a rhetorical flourish

pon the stump, the question has sprung
ton us as imperatively practical, and

'hich must be decided: Shall tho Uuion
continue? Shall tho Constitution and
the laws be sustaiued and enforced, or
hall wo permit
"Wan Trcwlicry, with It. thlrity dagger drawn,'

to strike its victims unopposed? Is the
car 1861 to contain among its rolling

months a carnival of blood? Are havoc
nd ruin to hold their demoniac saturna- -

ia in this decade past and noon of the
Nineteenth Century ?

Tho placemen, the politicians, tho dcra-gogu-

so will it! It remains for the
solid citizens, the peace-lovin- g men, tho
arti.ans, the students, and last, but not
east, the women of America, to still the
tonn by exercising that reserved power

which unseen as gravitation is yet om
nipotent in its effects.

In theso United States, there aro at
least two hundred and twenty-fiv- e thous-
and solid citizens, peace-lovin- g men who
bow beforo tho sublime fraternities of
Free Masonry. This vast host can, at
will, put their feet upon tho dragon of
discord, and crush it to invisible atoms.
If their cardinal tenet, brothorly love,

revaii, they will do itl Now is the
time to test Free Masonry. If it fails to
illustrate through its membership "the
things which make for peace," now in the
time of our nation s sore peril aye, in
this time when tho dearest interests of
innumerable millions aro at stake, then
are its boasted principles a delusion and

snare, its ritual a mammery; and its
solemn forms a farce- - If Masonry bo not
a practical thing, away with it it has no
place for existence in this ago of stirring
events, of throbbing pulses, and of far
reaching thoughts.

Wo know there is a kind of moral, as
there is of literary confectionary, done up
in neat parcels, but tho time for mere
pettinesses has passed away. ISow is tho
timo for action. In this apaprent au
tumn of our national existence, let the
Masonio tree be known by its fruits. If
the blighting winter and chilling frosts
ucvertheless come, wo humbly trust there
s still life in the roots of that grand old

tree, which another year may cause to
put forth leaves and blossom like tho rose
in a goodly land.

YTr An effort is to bo made this ses
sion to repeal the premium on salt. This

consider an act of bad faith towards
those who have been induced to embark
ia it by that encouragement, and the
worst kind of policy for the State. It
may be that tho premium is now too
high; I am sure it is if it is to bo contin
tied for a scries of years. But it should
either remain what it now is, say for two
years, or be reduced somewhat and fixed
for a term of years, so that those who
engsge in tho enterprise hereafter may
know what they have to rely upon. 1 hat
it is the duty, and will bo sound policy
on the part of Michigan to encourage to
the full extent of her power tho develop
ment of this great interest, no enlight
ened man will deny. Every dollar ex
pended in that direction will bo a direct
gain of ten to tho State. Somo wise aad
permanent policy should, therefore, bo
adopted in regard to it, or, at least.
somo policy that could be relied upon un
til its wisdom had been fairly tested- .-

Detroit Ader.

JTMT A disappointed Hibernian, in
relating his griefs, gave tho following
spicy item: "1 tould him had he any
sthrong beer what was good; ho axked
mo yes, but it was sour and all gone.

raiaad himtelf to a sitting position in the
bed, with much labor, and raising his

ithered right arm with the other, clown
ed it as if he would wring it from its
sockets, as a traitorous member of his

body.
That arm did it," and he glared

rengefully upon, and shook it fiercely.

"Didwbatr
Did murdert Put me here to live a

uiied life for ten long years. Oh! how

long they have been. I hare counted
them hour after hour in my ecu. now
lone can I live at the most?"

Three hours perhaps lour,
Too long to live, but sufficient time

which to tell vou my story. If you
belie va it, it will U more than judge or
ury have done. Would you deceive
hen on your death bed:
"Mv marrisee to the girl I had long

oved, and who loved me with a love ex

ceeding my most sanguine hopes, is the
point, so far as regards the nice appiica- -

lily of the paat event to liio preein
certainties, at which my narrative com-

mences. Dating from the day of that
ruarrage, there begins a succession of
misfortunes, that, insignificant at their

irtb, were gradually moulded together
extraneous contingencies until they

iilminated in an act foul and terrible, if
meditated or intended, tliat made a

raii'lcd felon.

Mv wife and I never ouarreled. We
oved and revered each other to much to

what the otherre Hjiass or trample upon
ii.lered Jacred. To be mire, in mere

vitv and exultation of spirit we per- -

rrued acts that, to persons unacpiained
ith our circumntance might seem reas

oned with earnestneM. I o such miun- -

erttandinirs. bv a third rron, may be

ttributed the origin of reports that we,
my wife and I, lived an uuliappy life a

fe of turmoil of blows. Many around
a held to such an opinion, but from mere
norant of the nature of our lives.

Uut I. dcendinir rapidly to the
grave, do declare that we never, by word,
or deed, transcended the bounds of our

teat love for each other; or transgressed
one laws that should preserve the per

son of tho wife from blow or contumely.
f it were possible to e.xiat without jar- -

ng discord to turn the swectcht sympa
thies into bitter hatred, ours was that

xistence. Yet it availed mo not in the
lark dav that camo upon my household;

but rather offered opportunities by which

to strengthen an apparent gniltncs.
'Jessie, I said to my wife, one evening,
vou stand on oue side of the room

hile I take a portion on the other.
Jive me a ball of yarn from th basket,
nd then whoever i hit with the ball the
reateat number of times, shall make a

present to the other. A nice present, of
course.

If I loose, my present shall be a dress- -

ng gown," said Jeasie, "but you know
you'll have to pay for it"

It will be just as acceptaie, 1 auiwer
d.

But if I loie, you hava that ring with
the emerald and pearl."

Then the soft ball of yarn Hew quickly
from hand to hand, we all the time laugh- -

ng and talking with great glca. A
.nock at the door and an acquaintance

entered, finding our faces all flushed with
the excitoment of the contest, and each
uncertain who was the vanquished. I
declared that she won the ring, and prom
ised to put it upon her finger the next

ay; which day, to her alive never came.
About two o clock that nigni l was

wakened to consciousness by one of
those inexplicable preternatural premoni-
tions of near danger, which are often en-

countered, but generally iu a sceptical
pint.

My mind was clear to reason not
having its delicate powers blunted by
sleep. Scarcely were my eyes unclosed
beforo I became cognizant of the pres-

ence of a cold, clammy nature, by its
oathsome contact with my face, and by
ts presence upon my bosom, whereby it

nearly stillod tho beating of my heart.
Naturally, I atn no coward; but the
knowledge of the presence of this bur
den, combined with utter darkness, cre
ator of fierce fear, completely unnerved
me. and my body shook like an aspen leaf.

i ' .... i.i- - .. t.
The nuiet condition oi mis uoay, wnicn

appertained not to myself or my wife-- its
mysterious situation and above all

the moist, chilly contact with my face,
denrived me for an instant of self pos- -

. . - I
aesMon. The clattering oi a uun-i- , or
the nibbling of a mouse, seemed like a

peal of thunder to my ears ; the over
strained eye saw or seemed to see, ghost
ly shapes pendent from tho chandelier or
bed post.

I dared not ahont aloud nor change my
position in bed for fear that ray throat
would be clutched by the incubus thai
sat like a hideous nightmare fully devel
oped into a reality upon my chest.

.1 3
1 experienced sncn sensations a aora

the strong swimmer or the venturous
diver, when coming in bodily contact
unforewarned with a corpse beneath the
rnrface of the water when nature acts
like an electric battery, and discharges
volumes of fear at the slightest move
tnent; or like one in the dark, whom en
couaters a skeleton.

I was peculiarly sitnated; tnrronnded
by an immensity of terror, expensive in
aa much as it drabed thoughts ana rao
tions it habiliments that gave them
eirantio appearance; immersed into th
sea of dred and doubt, and finally com
nletely cowed by fear.

Now reason made its appeal to th
frightened soul. The mere conscioosnes
of bodily contact with his intisibility
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